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RESUME. - Capture d'un remora, Echeneis naucrates (Echenei¬ 
dae), dans la lagune de Beymelek, Turquie, en Mediterranee orien- 
tale. 

Un remora, Echeneis naucrates Linnaeus, 1758, de 334 mm 
LT, a ete capture au tremail le 19 juillet 2006 dans la lagune de Bey¬ 
melek, Turquie. C’est la premiere fois que cette espece est signalee 
dans une lagune d’eau saumatre en Mediterranee orientale. 

Key words. - Echeneidae - Echeneis naucrates - Sharksucker - 
MED - Beymelek Lagoon. 

On July 19 th , 2006, one specimen of Echeneis naucrates Lin¬ 
naeus, 1758 (Fig. 1) with a total length (TL) 334 mm was collected 
from the Beymelek Lagoon, Antalya (36°15’N-30°03’E) (Fig. 2). 
The specimen was caught by a trammel net (50 mm mesh size) over 
a sandy bottom at a depth of 2 m, and deposited in the fish collec¬ 
tion of Ege University, Fisheries Faculty (ESFM-PIS/06-002). 
Diagnostic characters were counted with dorsal soft finrays 37, anal 
soft finrays 37, pectoral finrays 21, and ventral finrays 5-5. 

In percentage of TL: head length (HL) 16.8% with 21 laminae 
in oval succer disc, pre-anal length 46.1%, pre-pelvic length 
18.9%, pre-pectoral length 17.1%, and maximum body depth 9.9%. 
In percentage of HL: eye diameter 12.5%, pre-orbital length 
37.5%. These morphometric ratios are harmonized with Froese and 
Pauly (2006). According to Lachner (1986) the fish body is elon¬ 
gate, disc laminae are comprised between 21 and 28, colour is dark 
brown, with an horizontal stripe on mid-side of body, dorsal, anal 
and caudal fins are almost completely dark in adults, tips of longest 
rays of dorsal and anal fins, and tips of lobs of caudal fin with a 
reduced light area. Our specimen meets these data. 

E. naucrates is rare in the Mediterranean, and in the north-east¬ 
ern Atlantic. In the western Atlantic, it is common from Nova Sco¬ 
tia, Canada and Bermuda to Uruguay. Elsewhere, it is found world¬ 
wide except along the Pacific American coast (Lachner, 1986; 
Froese and Pauly, 2006). E. naucrates occurs near as well as far 
from the coast, and often free-swimming in shallow inshore areas 
and around coral reefs (Smith, 1997). It is found at depths ranging 
from 20-50 m, where coral reefs are located (Kowerska, 2006). 
E. naucrates commonly swims in groups. 

Though successive records of E. naucrates were given from 
trawl samplings from the north-eastern Levantine Basin of eastern 
Mediterranean (Giicii and Bingel, 1994; Basusta and Erdem, 2000), 
our specimen is the first one collected from a lagoon system in 
Turkey. Some physico-chemical parameters, such as water temper¬ 
ature (32°C), salinity (0.16%), dissolved oxygen (9.9 mg.L 1 ), and 
pH (8) of the lagoon at sampling time were measured. 

Occurrence of E. naucrates in the lagoon does not clearly indi¬ 
cate an established population, even probably met by chance. How- 



Figure 1. - Echeneis naucrates, caught from Beymelek Lagoon, Turkey, 
334 mm TL. [E. naucrates, capture dans la lagune de Beymelek. Turquie, 
334 mm LT. ] 



Figure 2. - Map of sampling location. 1 and 2: previous locations (Giicii and 
Bingel. 1994; Basusta and Erdem, 2000, respectively). [Localisation des 
captures. 1 et 2 : signalisations precedentes.] 


ever, the shallow and brackish lagoon system is a quite interesting 
habitat for this oceanic species. 
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